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El Centro has partner-
ships with organiza-
tions throughout the
campus and in the com-
munity. One of these
organizations is the
Sexual Assault Victim
Advocates (SAVA). El
Centro finds it impera-
tive to maintain strong
ties with other re-
sources to constantly be
aware of issues that
impact the community
and to better serve our
students.

SAVA is “a non-profit
organization dedicated
exclusively to the needs
of sexual assault survi-
vors in Larimer
County.” They are the
local rape crisis center
and they strive to re-
duce sexual violence
and support individuals
affected by sexual as-
sault. The services pro-

SAVA

vided by SAVA include:
24-hour crisis services,
individual advocacy,
support groups, educa-
tional programs, com-
munity outreach, and
therapy.

Alba Williams holds the
newly created position
as Bilingual Victim Ser-
vice Coordinator, which
means SAVA’s services
are now available to the
Spanish speaking com-
munity. Williams spe-
cializes in Spanish
speaking assistance in
all aspects. Talking with
Williams she said, “l am
glad to be able to help
victims take action step
by step.” Her capabili-
ties include crisis inter-
vention, individualized
support throughout the
healing process, and pre-
vention education. Wil-
liams looks forward to,

“Working with the
Spanish speaking com-
munity to get real ser-
vices to them.” In addi-
tion Williams expects
to do lots of outreach
and commented, “I
really want to get to-
gether with other ser-
vices; team up.”

SAVA'’s services are
free of charge and are
confidential. SAVA
also appreciates volun-
teers as prevention edu-
cators, fundraising
committee, the speak-
ers bureau, office assis-
tants, and bilingual vol-
unteers are always wel-
come.

Rape Crisis Hotline:
970.427.4200

Spanish: 970.481.2164




Dr. Norberto Valdez Dr. Christine Jones

For those of you who know Dr. Norberto
Valdez, you know that he is one of the most
actively involved faculty members on cam-
pus and in the community with Latino issues.
Talking with Dr. VValdez he expressed, “I
strongly believe student academic success is
tied intimately to interactions with their pro-
fessors as well as other supportive people on
campus.”

Dr. Christine Jones has partnered with El
Centro through two programs. Triunfo and
Math/Science and Technology Day. She
has served as the major link between these
two programs and CSMATE. Dr. Jones
Co-coordinates Triunfo with our assistant
Director, Rich Salas. The Triunfo program
has tremendously grown throughout the
years and the CSMATE program came
just in time. Together we are able to assist
more K-12 students in the Poudre School
District. With her help the Triunfo pro-
gram has been able to grow tremendously.

Dr. Valdez has worked with El Centro in dif-
ferent ways since his arrival at Colorado
State University in 1995. He’s been a men-
tor, a role model and an advisor to many stu-
dents. His openness and expertise have been
valuable assets to our office and to the stu-
dent body. Dr. Valdez conveys a desire to aid
with the recruitment, retention, and gradua-
tion of more Chicanos at CSU.

Fran Wilson is a part of the Colorado
State University Bookstore staff. Aside
from her main duties at the bookstore she
also connects with departments across

ok campus. Wilson is an advocate for diver-

_ _ sity and said, “I am personally very inter-
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continued support. Your hard work and dedication
has provided EI Centro with the capability of con-
quering endless obstacles: touching thousands of
students, sponsoring student organizations, and your
mentorship.

scribes her favorite part of the job to be
connecting with other people and cul-
tures. Wilson has been working with El
Centro for several years now. She hopes,
to teach Anglo Americans that Latin

We also recognize: American peoples and cultures are var-
ied. She added, “Too many Anglos have
bought into stereotypes about Hispanics.”
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